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@ Islanding-operation prevention apparatus, and dispersed power generation apparatus and power 
generation system using the same. 

(57) Even when a plurality of dispersed power 
generation systems are connected to a utility 
gride, an islanding-operation prevention ap- 
paratus can easily and assuredly prevent an 
islanding operation of each dispersed power 
supply constituting the corresponding dis- 
persed power generation system. The ap- 
paratus includes a breaker (5) provided 
between the utility gride (4) and a dispersed 
power (1) supply, an electric-power-value detec- 
tor (10,11) for detecting a value of electric 
power from a power line connected to the utility 
gride, a switch (7) for electrically connecting or 
disconnecting an electric-power changing de- 
vice for changing the value of electric power to 
the power line in accordance with an output 
from a pulse circuit, and a controller (6) for 
controlling the breaker in accordance with the 
width of fluctuations of the value of electric 
power during the connection or the disconnec- 
tion. A dispersed power generation apparatus 
and a dispersed power generation system uses 
such an apparatus. By further providing a 
synchronous circuit (12) for synchronizing the 
output of the pulse circuit with a signal output 
from a reference-signal source, even if the 
amount of the generated power and the amount 
of a load are in a complete equilibrium state 
during an islanding operation, the islanding 
operation can be assuredly prevented with a 
short time period until the stop of the islanding 
operation and without using large-scale equip- 
ment 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to an islanding-operation 
prevention apparatus of a dispersed power genera- 
tion system for, for example, supplementing a large- 
scale power plant More particularly, the invention re- 
lates to an apparatus for assuredly preventing an is- 
landing operation without using large-scale equip- 
ment even if a plurality of dispersed power generation 
systems are connected, and a dispersed power gen- 
eration apparatus and a power generation system us- 
ing the islanding-operation prevention apparatus. 

Description of the Related Art 

A load fluctuation method has generally been 
adopted for islanding-operation prevention appara- 
tuses of this kind. FIG. 5 illustrates the configuration 
of a dispersed power generation system including an 
islanding-operation prevention apparatus 30, which 
adopts the load fluctuation method, for the purpose 
of comparison with the system of the present inven- 
tion. In FIG. 5, the output of a dispersed power supply 
31, comprising a solar cell comprising photoelectric 
transducers, a wind power plant or the like, connect- 
ed to a utility gride 34 via a customer load 32 and a 
distribution line 33 is supplied to a resistive light load 
38 via a switch 37, which is switched on for a very 
short time period of equal to or less than 1 millisecond 
with a period of about 0.3 seconds by a pulse circuit 
39. At the same time, the voltage V of a breaker 35 at 
the side of the utility gride 34 is measured by a voltage 
detector 41 every time the switch 37 is switched on 
and off. 

Accordingly, the light load 38 connected to the 
dispersed power supply 31 is inserted in the utility 
gride during the short time period at the predeter- 
mined period. For example, during grounding at an 
accident point P, when the voltage V at the power line 
(between the dispersed power supply 31 and the util- 
ity gride 34) while the light load 38 is inserted exceeds 
a predetermined variation width, the breaker 35 
opens in response to the output of a control circuit 36, 
so that the dispersed power supply 31 is separated 
from the utility gride 34 after the utility gride 34 has 
failed. 

However, conventional islanding-operation pre- 
vention apparatuses, such as the above-described 
apparatus 30, are configured assuming a case in 
which the apparatus is applied to only a single dis- 
persed power generation system. If, for example, as 
shown in FIG. 4, a plurality of dispersed power gen- 
eration systems are connected in parallel to a utility 
gride 4, the following problems arise. 

That Is, when electric power is supplied from the 
utility gride 4 to a distribution line 3 in an ordinary 



state, since the capacity of a resistor 8, serving as a 
light load, is about twenty percent s of the rated power 
of a dispersed power supply 1, and the impedance of 
the utility gride 4 is sufficiently small, the voltage V 
5 of the power line when a switch 7 is switched on little 
drops. The reverse-charging preventing effect of the 
light load 8 increases as fluctuations of the output 
power increase. However, if the fluctuations of the 
output power are too large, fluctuations of electric 
w power frequently occur, thereby degrading the quality 
and the stability of the electric power. 

When the dispersed power supplies 1 are sepa- 
rated from the utility gride 4 and individually operate, 
a plurality of light loads 8 are connected in parallel at 
the load side when the switches 7 are switched on. 
Since the voltage V at the power line has a value ob- 
tained by multiplying the output current of the dis- 
persed power supply 1 by the impedance of the load 
side, if the timings of connection of the respective 
light loads 8 are shifted to each other (for example, if 
only the light load 8 of a dispersed power generation 
system is connected), the amount of reduction of the 
equivalent impedance of the load side becomes too 
small because the systems are connected in parallel, 
and therefore the width of drop of the voltage V at the 
power line becomes too small. It has become clear 
that in such a case, the corresponding control circuit 
6 which must operate does not operate in some cas- 
es. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide 
an apparatus which can easily and assuredly prevent 
an islanding operation of each dispersed power sup- 
ply constituting the corresponding dispersed power 
generation system even when a plurality of dispersed 
power generation systems are connected to a utility 
gride. 

According to one aspect, the present invention, 
which achieves the above-described object, relates to 
an islanding-operation prevention apparatus com- 
prising breaking means provided between a utility 
gride and a dispersed power supply, electric-power- 
value detection means for detecting a value of electric 
powerfrom a powerline connected to the utility gride, 
connection means for electrically connecting or dis- 
connecting electric-power changing means for 
changing the value of electric power to the power line 
in accordance with an output from a pulse circuit, con- 
trol means for controlling the breaking means in ac- 
cordance with the width of fluctuations of the value of 
electric power during the connection or the discon- 
nection, and synchronous means for synchronizing 
the output of the pulse circuit with a signal output from 
a reference-signal source, and a dispersed power 
generation apparatus and a dispersed power gener- 
ation system using the islanding-operation preven- 
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tion apparatus. Synchronizing means for synchroniz- 
ing the output of the pulse circuit with a signal output 
from a reference-signal source is further provided. 

In one embodiment, the signal output of the ref- 
erence-signal source comprises a frequency signal of 
the utility gride. 

In another embodiment, the signal output of the 
reference-signal source comprises a radio signal. 

In still another embodiment, the radio signal com- 
prises a time signal of public broadcasting. 

In still another embodiment, the radio signal com- 
prises a time signal of an artificial satellite. 

in still another embodiment, the signal output 
comprises a time signal of a telephone line. 

In still another embodiment, the electric-power- 
value detection means detects a value of voltage of 
the utility gride. 

In still another embodiment, the electric-power- 
value detection means detects a value of voltage and 
a value of current of the utility gride. 

In still another embodiment, the electric-power 
changing means comprises a resistive and/or reac- 
tive load. 

In stiii another embodiment, the output of the 
pulse circuit has a pulse width shorter than the half 
period of the frequency of utility. 

In still another embodiment, the dispersed power 
supply includes a selected one of a solar cell, a wind 
power generator, a hydraulic power generator, and a 
fuel cell. 

In still another embodiment, the dispersed power 
supply includes electric- power conversion means for 
converting electric power output from the solar cell, 
the wind power generator, the hydraulic power gener- 
ator, and the fuel cell. 

In still another embodiment, the dispersed power 
supply includes a battery for storing electric power 
output from the solar cell, the wind power generator, 
the hydraulic power generator, and the fuel cell. 

In still another embodiment, the battery compris- 
es at least selected one of a lithium secondary bat- 
tery, a nickelhydrogen battery, and a lead-acid bat- 
tery. 

In still another embodiment, the pulse circuit 
comprises a crystal oscillator and a frequency divider. 

In still another embodiment the breaker also 
functions as a home breaker. 

In still another embodiment, the signal output of 
the reference-signal source comprises an output of a 
reference-signal source of an islanding-operation 
prevention apparatus of another dispersed power 
generation system. 

According to the configuration of the present in- 
vention, since a plurality of electric-power changing 
means, each serving as a resistive and/or reactive 
small load, are simultaneously brought in a distribu- 
tion line in synchronization with a reference signal, a 
plurality of islanding-operation prevention apparatus- 



es connected to the distribution line can simultane- 
ously operate. Hence, the occurence of a state in 
which each islanding-operation prevention apparatus 
does not operate influenced by another dispersed 
5 power supply can be prevented. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the conf ig- 
10 uration of a dispersed power generation system 
according to a first embodiment of the present in- 
vention; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the config- 
uration of a dispersed power generation system 
is according to a second embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the config- 
uration of a dispersed power generation system 
according to a third embodiment of the present in- 
20 vention; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating the config- 
uration of an example in which five islanding-op- 
eration prevention apparatuses are connected to 
the same distribution line and utility gride; 
25 FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating the config- 
uration of an islanding-operation prevention ap- 
paratus for the purpose of comparison with the 
prevent invention; 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating the conf ig- 
30 uration of a dispersed power generation system 
according to a fourth embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 7 is a wave-form chart illustrating the output 
timing of a pulse circuit in the first embodiment; 
35 and 

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating the operation of 
the dispersed power generation system of the 
first embodiment 

40 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The inventor of the present invention has found 
that in dispersed power generation systems connect- 

45 ed in parallel, when preventing an islanding operation 
of each system using fluctuations of electric power of 
each of the dispersed power generation systems, if 
each system is independently driven, fluctuations of 
electric power become, in some cases, much smaller 

so than a desired width of fluctuations. 

Taking into consideration such a phenomenon, 
the present invention can easily and assuredly pre- 
vent an islanding operation state by synchronously 
driving electric-power changing means. 

55 The present invention will now be described with 
reference to the drawings. 

FIG. 1 Is a dispersed power generation system 
according to a first embodiment of the present invert- 
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tion. 

Dispersed power supply 1 

A power supply capable of supplying electric 
power using a solar ceil, serving as a photoelecric 
transducer, a wind power generator, a hydraulic pow- 
er generator, a fuel cell or the like, and more specif- 
ically, as shown in FIG. 6, a power supply, in which a 
solar-ceil module 19 is connected to power conver- 
sion means (an inverter) 18 and a secondary battery 
1 7, can be suitably used as a dispersed power supply 
1 of the present invention. 

Load 2 

In FIGS. 2 and 3, although a customer load 2 is 
shown as a load representing various kinds of elec- 
tronic a pparatuses which are usually used, it also rep- 
resents a load, a secondary battery or the like which 
is used outdoors. 

Distribution line 3 

A distribution line 3 is a line for supplying electric 
power from the power supply side to the power de- 
mand side. 

Utility gride 4 

A utility gride 4 may comprise a large-scale power 
plant/substation for supplying commercial electric 
power, or a medium-scale power generator installed 
within a factory. 

Breaker 5, serving as breaking means 

Any device of a mechanical type or a semicon- 
ductor type which can provide electrical connection or 
disconnection between the dispersed power supply 1 
and the utility gride 4 may be used as a breaker 5. The 
breaker 5 may also be used as a breaker for power 
distribution, such as a breaker for home use, a break- 
er for factory use or the like. The breaker 5 may also 
be provided between the load 2 and the dispersed 
power supply 1 so as to assuredly disconnect electric 
power supply. Alternatively, the breaker 5 may be pro- 
vided between the load 2 and the utility gride 4 so as 
to prevent an islanding operation, and the load 2 may 
be driven by the dispersed power supply 1, a sepa- 
rately provided secondary battery, or the like. 

Control circuit 6, serving as control means 

Any device, which can open the breaker 5 by de- 
termining the occurrence of an islanding operation by 
a change in electric power due to on/off of a switch 7 
or the like, may be used as a control circuit 6. The con- 



trol circuit 6 may be configured by a one-chip micro- 
processor or the like. 

Switch 7, serving as connection means 

5 " ~~ 

A relay of a mechanical type or a semiconductor 
type which is switched on by a pulse signal from a 
pulse circuit 9 may be used as the switch 7. 

w Load 8, serving as electric-power changing means 

A load 8 can provide such fluctuations in electric 
power that the control circuit 6 can detect the occur- 
rence of an islanding operation, and has a minimum 
is necessary value so as not to influence the quality of 
generated electric power of the dispersed power sup- 
ply during a steady-state operation. The load 8 may 
comprise either a resistive load or a reactive load. 

20 Pulse circuit 9 



The pulse circuit 9 generates a periodic pulse sig- 
nal for switching on the switch 7. It may comprise, for 
example, a crystal oscillator and a frequency divider. 
When a synchronizing signal has been generated 
from a synchronous circuit 12, the timing to generate 
a pulse signal is synchronized with the synchronizing 
signal. When the synchronous circuit 12 has generat- 
ed a high-frequency synchronous signal synchroniz- 
ing with the frequency of utility, the pulse signal may 
have the same frequency as the synchronizing signal. 
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Current detector 10 and voltage detector 11, 
serving as electric-power detection means 

A current detector 10 detects the current flowing 
through the power line and transmits the detected 
value to the control circuit 6. Either an analog device 
or a digital device may be used as the current detector 
10. 

A voltage detector 11 detects the voltage of the 
power line and transmits the detected value to the 
control circuit 9. Either an analog device or a digital 
device may be used as the voltage detector 11 . 

Synchronous circuit 12, serving as synchronizing 
means 

The synchronous circuit 12 outputs a synchron- 
izing signal for correcting the period of the pulse sig- 
nal generated by the pulse circuit 9. The synchroniz- 
ing signal synchronizes with a reference signal, such 
as frequency of utility, a time signal or the like. If the 
pulse circuit 9 is configured by an oscillator having a 
relatively high accuracy, such as a crysal oscillator or 
the like, the synchronizing signal may be generated 
at least once In a day. However, if the pulse circuit 9 
is configured by an oscillator having a relatively low 
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accuracy, the synchronizing signal must be generat- 
ed at least once in a minute. 

Radio-broadcasting reception circuit 13 

5 

A radio-broadcasting reception circuit 13 re- 
ceives a time signal of radio broadcasting. The syn- 
chronous circuit 12 forms a synchronizing signal from 
the extracted time signal. 

10 

Antenna 14 

An antenna 14 receives radio broadcasting. 

Superposing circuit 15 15 

A superposing circuit 15 superposes a synchron- 
izing signal on the power distribution line. 

Signal detection circuit 16 20 

A signal detection circuit 16 detects a synchron- 
izing signal generated by another islanding-operation 
prevention apparatus and superposed on the power 
distribution line. 25 

Battery 17 

A lithium secondary battery or a lithium ion bat- 
tery having a large storage capacity, or a nickei-hy- 30 
drogen battery or a lead-acid battery which is inex- 
pensive is suitably used as a battery 17. 

Power conversion means 18 

35 

When a power supply used as a dispersed power 
supply is an AC power supply, it is preferable to use 
an AC-AC converter as power conversion means 18 
in order to perform adjustment with the load 2. When 
the power supply is a DC power supply, a DC- AC con- 40 
verier (inverter) is used as the power conversion 
means 18, which is connected to the utility gride 4. 

Next, embodiments of the present invention will 
be described in detail with reference to the drawings. 

45 

First Embodiment 



prove operational accuracy, the current detector 10 
and the voltage detector 11 are provided in the power 
line so that the current I and the voltage V can be de- 
tected while the switch 7 is switched on and off. In the 
following description, a case of detecting the voltage 
V will be shown as an example. 

As shown in the description of the related art, 
when electric power is ordinarily supplied from the 
utility gride 4 to the distribution line 3, the voltage V 
little drops when the switch 7 is switched on. 

On the other hand, in an islanding operation state 
in which the utility gride 4 is disconnected from the 
distribution line 3, the voltage V has a value obtained 
by multiplying the output current of the dispersed 
power supply 1 (comprising a solar-cell module of 
USSC Corporation connected to the power conver- 
sion means 18 in the present embodiment) by the 
load impedance. When the switch 7 is switched on, 
the resistive load 8 is connected to the customer load 
2 in parallel , the equivalent load impedance of the dis- 
persed power supply 1 decreases. Since the syn- 
chronous circuit 12 is provided, even if a plurality of 
similar power generation systems are connected to 
the single distribution line 3, the resistive load 8 is si- 
multaneously connected. Accordingly, the load impe- 
dance of the entire system decreases so that the op- 
eration of each islanding-operation prevention appa- 
ratus is not Influenced. On the other hand, since the 
output current is constant, the voltage V drops by a 
value corresponding to the decrease of the load im- 
pedance. 

That is, even if a plurality of dispersed power gen- 
eration systems are connected to the single distribu- 
tion line 3, an islanding operation state of each of the 
systems can be assuredly and inexpensively prevent- 
ed. In other words, when a change in the voltage in 
the power line while the switch 7 is switched on and 
off has been detected, the control circuit 6 opens the 
breaker 5 to disconnect the dispersed power supply 
1 from the distribution line 3, whereby an islanding 
operation state can be assuredly prevented. 

The islanding-operation prevention apparatus 
may be disposed within the DC-AC converter (the in- 
verter), serving as the power conversion means. FIG. 
8 is a flowchart illustrating the operation of the first 
embodiment 



10 



15 



In the first embodiment, as shown In FIG. 1, the 
synchronous circuit 12 provides a signal input to the 
pulse circuit 9. That is, the synchronous circuit 12 out- 50 
puts a synchronizing pulse signal which synchronizes 
with the waveform of the voltage of the utility gride 4 
in response to the output of the voltage detector 11 
provided in the power line. Accordingly, the switch 7 
is switched on at a timing having a pulse width t as 55 
shown in FIG. 7 with a period of 1/50 second in the 50- 
Hz zone, and with a period of 1/60 second In the 60- 
Hz zone. In the present embodiment, in order to im- 



Second Embodiment 

FIG. 2 illustrates a dispersed power generation 
system according to a second embodiment of the 
present invention. In FIG. 2, the same components as 
those in the first embodiment are used except a por- 
tion relating to the synchronous circuit 12. 

In the present embodiment, a time signal of pub- 
lic broadcasting is used as a reference-signal source 
for the synchronous circuit 12. That is, a time signal 
of an AM/FM radio wave is received by the radio- 
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broadcasting reception circuit 13 having a product 
name SA-159 made by System Arts Co., Ltd via the 
antenna 14 in the best reception state, and the syn- 
chronous circuit 12 provides the time signal as the 
synchronizing signal to the pulse circuit 9. The switch 
7 is switched on for an arbitrary time period with an 
arbitrary period (0.5 seconds with a period of 3 sec- 
onds in the present embodiment) by the pulse circuit 
9, comprising, for example, a crystal oscillation cir- 
cuit The timing of the switching is corrected every 
hour by the synchronizing signal. 

Thus, also in the second embodiment as in the 
first embodiment, even if a plurality of dispersed pow- 
er generation systems are connected to the single 
distribution line 3, an islanding operation state of each 
of the systems can be assuredly detected. Further- 
more, in the second embodiment, since the synchron- 
ous circuit 12 uses an external reference-signal 
source, the timing of switching on the switch 7 can be 
arbitrarily determined. Any other time signal than the 
above-described time signal, such as a time signal 
from an artificial satellite, a time signal from a tele- 
phone line, or the like, may, of course, be used as the 
reference-signal source. 

Third Embodiment 

In a third embodiment of the present invention, as 
shown in FIG. 3, a synchronizing signal from another 
dispersed power generation system connected to the 30 
distribution line 3 is used as a reference-signal source 
for the synchronous circuit 12. That is, the synchron- 
izing signal from the other system detected by the sig- 
nal detection circuit 16 is supplied to the pulse circuit 
9 via the synchronous circuit 12, and the switch 7 is 35 
controlled in synchronization with a pulse signal from 
the pulse circuit 9. Of course, when a signal from an- 
other system is not detected, the islanding-operation 
preventing function is automatically operated assum- 
ing that there is no other distributed power generation 40 
system. 

Other components than the synchronous circuit 
1 2 operate in the same manner as in the first embodi- 
ment. 

The pulse signal is also input to the signal super- 45 
posing circuit 1 5, and is superposed on the voltage of 
the system power supply as a synchronizing signal. 
The other system detects the synchronizing signal 
and performs the above-described operation. 

Thus, also in the third embodiment as in the first so 
embodiment, even if a plurality of dispersed power 
generation systems are connected to the single dis- 
tribution line 3, an islanding operation state of each of 
the systems can be assuredly prevented. Further- 
more, in the third embodiment, since the timing of 55 
switching of the switch 7 can be arbitrarily determined 
and the timing of the synchronizing signal can be cor- 
rected with a shorter time period instead of every 



In a fourth embodiment of the present invention, 
as shown in FIG. 6, the load 2 shown in FIG. 1 is 
moved between the dispersed power supply 1 and 
the islanding-operation prevention apparatus 20. 

According to this configuration, even if the utility 
gride 4 is short-circuited, the dispersed power supply 
1 , comprising a solar-cell module and a lead-acid bat- 
tery, serving as the battery 17. can stably supply 
electric power to the load 2 while assuredly prevent- 
ing an islanding operation. The same operation can 
be obtained even if the lead-acid battery is replaced 
by a lithium ion battery. 

Fifth Embodiment 

In a fifth embodiment of the present invention, 
the same components as in the fourth embodiment 
are used except that a wind power generator and an 
AC-AC converter, serving as the power conversion 
means 18, connected thereto are used as the dis- 
persed power supply 1 instead of the solar-cell mod- 
ule and the power conversion means 18. Also in the 
fifth embodiment, the same operation as in the first 
embodiment can be obtained. 

Accordingly, the present invention provides an is- 
landing-operation prevention apparatus comprising 
breaking means provided between a system power 
supply and a dispersed power supply, electric-power- 
value detection means for detecting a value of electric 
power from a power line connected to the utility gride, 
connection means for electrically connecting or dis- 
connecting electric-power changing means for 
changing the value of electric power to the power line 
in accordance with an output from a pulse circuit, and 
control means for controlling the breaking means in 
accordance with the width of fluctuations of the value 
of electric power during the connection or the discon- 
nection, and a dispersed power generation apparatus 



hour, a precise oscillator such as a crystal oscillation 
circuit is unnecessary, so that the pulse circuit 9 can 
be inexpensively configured. 

The synchronizing signal superposed on the vol- 
5 tage of the utility gride must not degrade the quality 
of the electric power of the distribution system. More 
specifically, the total distortion factor of the synchron- 
izing signal must be equal to or less than 5 %, and 
must be equal to or less than 3 % in the ratio with re- 
w spect to the basic wave of the frequency. That is, the 
pattern of the synchronizing signal must be different 
from that of the detected synchronizing signal. When, 
for example, detecting a signal of 125 kHz/20 mV for 
0.05 seconds, a synchronizing signal of 165 kHz/100 
15 mW is output in synchronization therewith. The distor- 
tion factor in the present embodiment was equal to or 
less than 0.02 %. 

Fourth Embodiment 

20 
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and a dispersed power generation system using the 
islanding-operation prevention apparatus. 

By further providing synchronous means for syn- 
chronizing the output of the pulse circuit with a signal 
output from a reference-signal source, even if the s 
amount of the generated power and the amount of a 
load are in a complete equilibrium state, an islanding 
operation can be assuredly prevented with a short 
time period until the stop of the islanding operation 
and without using large-scale equipment. 

By using an output of a reference-signal source 
of an islanding-operation prevention apparatus of an- 
other dispersed power generation system, or a fre- 
quency signal of the utility gride as the signal output 
of the reference-signal source, an inexpensive appa- 
ratus can be provided. By using a radio signal, such 
as a time signal of public broadcasting or a time signal 
of an artificial satellite, or a time signal of a telephone 
line as the signal output of the reference-signal 
source, it is possible to inexpensively obtain an arbi- 
trary reference signal, or to simplify the apparatus. 

By detecting a value of voltage of the utility gride 
by the electric-power-value detection means, the ap- 
paratus can be relatively stably operated. 

By detecting a value of voltage and a value of cur- 
rent of the utility gride by the electric-power-value de- 
tection means, the apparatus can be accurately op- 
erated. 

By using a resistive and/or reactive load as the 
electric-power changing means, the apparatus can 
be operated in a simple manner. 

By configuring the apparatus such that the output 
of the pulse circuit has a puise width shorter than the 
half period of the frequency of utility, the apparatus 
can be simplified, a wider range of energy can be util- 
ized. 

By configuring the apparatus such that the dis- 
persed power supply includes a selected one of a sol- 
ar cell, a wind power generator, a hydraulic power 
generator, and a fuel cell. 

By configuring the apparatus such that the dis- 
persed power supply includes electric-power conver- 
sion means for converting electric power output from 
the solar cell, the wind power generator, the hydraulic 
power generator, and the fuel ceil, connection with 
the load can be easily performed. 

By configuring the apparatus such that the dis- 
persed power supply Includes a battery for storing 
electric power output from the solar ceil, the wind 
power generator, the hydraulic power generator, and 
the fuel cell, an indepedent operation can be per- 
formed while preventing an islanding operation. 

By configuring the apparatus such that the bat- 
tery comprises at least selected one of a lithium sec- 
ondary battery, a nickel-hydrogen battery, and a 
lead-acid battery, an independent operation can be 
performed In a simple manner. 

By configuring the apparatus such that the pulse 



circuit comprises a crystal oscillator and a frequency 
divider, the apparatus can be accurately operated. 

By configuring the system such that the breaker 
also functions as a breaker for power distribution, the 
apparatus can be simplified. 

The individual components shown in outline or 
designated by blocks in the drawings are all well 
known in the islanding-operation prevention appara- 
tus, dispersed power plant and powergeneration sys- 
tem arts and their specific construction and opera- 
tion are not critical to the operation or the best mode 
for carrying out the invention. 

While the present invention has been described 
with respect to what is presently considered to be the 
preferred embodiments, it is to be understood thatthe 
invention is not limited to the disclosed embodiments. 
To the contrary, the present invention is intended to 
cover various modifications and equivalent arrange- 
ments included within the spirit and scope of the ap- 
pended claims. The scope of the following claims is 
to be accorded the broadest interpretation so as to en- 
compass all such modifications and equivalent struc- 
tures and functions. 

The phenomenon of 'islanding' is discussed in a 
paper entitled Testing and Evaluation of Measures 
for Preventing Islanding of Grid-Connected Residen- 
tial-Scale PV Systems' published in the Technical Di- 
gest of the International PVSEC-7 Nagoya Japan 
1993. As described in that paper, grid-connected dis- 
persed power generation systems such as PV (pho- 
tovoltaic) systems may continue to operate after the 
power or utility grid shuts down, causing problems for 
both the power utility and the customer. This phenom- 
enon is known as 'islanding' and can occur upon loss 
of a utility power source when the total output of the 
grid-connected PV systems and the total load on the 
grid are in near balance. 
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40 Claims 

1. An islanding-operation prevention apparatus 
comprising: 

breaking means provided between a utility 
45 grid and a dispersed power supply; 

electric-power-value detection means for 
detecting a value of electric power from a power 
line connected to the utility grid; 

connection means for electrically connect- 
50 ing or disconnecting electric- power changing 
means for changing the value of electric power to 
the power line in accordance with an output from 
a pulse circuit; 

control means for controlling said break- 
55 ing means in accordance with the width of fluctu- 
ations of the value of electric power during the 
connection or the disconnection; and 

synchronous means for synchronizing the 
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output of the pulse circuit with a signal output 
from a reference-signal source. 

2. A dispersed power generation apparatus com- 
prising: 5 

a dispersed power supply; 

breaking means provided between said 
dispersed power supply and a utility grid; 

electric-power-value detection means for 
detecting a value of electric power from a power w 
line connected to the utility grid; 

connection means for electrically connect- 
ing or disconnecting electric-power changing 
means for changing the value of electric power to 
the power line in accordance with an output from is 
a pulse circuit; 

control means for controlling said break- 
ing means in accordance with the width of fluctu- 
ations of the value of electric power during the 
connection or the disconnection; and 20 

synchronous means for synchronizing the 
output of the pulse circuit with a signal output 
from a reference-signal source. 

3. A dispersed power generation system compris- 25 
ing: 

a dispersed power supply; 
a utility grid; 

breaking means provided between said 
dispersed power supply and said utility grid; 30 

electric-power-value detection means for 
detecting a value of electric power from a power 
line connected to the utility grid; 

connection means for electrically connect- 
ing or disconnecting electric-power changing 35 
means for chang ing the value of electric power to 
the power line in accordance with an output from 
a pulse circuit; 

control means for controlling said break- 
ing means in accordance with the width of fluctu- 40 
ations of the value of electric power during the 
connection or the disconnection; and 

synchronous means for synchronizing the 
output of the pulse circuit with a signal output 
f rom a reference-signal source. 45 

4. An apparatus or system according to claim 1 , 2 
or 3, wherein the signal output of the reference- 
signal source comprises a frequency signal of the 
utility grid. 50 

5. An apparatus or system according to claim 1, 2, 
3 or 4, wherein the signal output of the reference- 
signal source comprises a radio signal. 

55 

6. An apparatus or system according to claim 5, 
wherein the radio signal comprises a time signal 
of public broadcasting. 



7. An apparatus or system according to claim 5, 
wherein the radio signal comprises a time signal 
of an artificial satellite. 

8. An apparatus or system according to claim 1, 2 
or 3, wherein the signal output comprises a time 
signal of a telephone line. 

9. An apparatus or system according to any one of 
claims 1 to 8, wherein said electric-power-value 
detection means detects a value of voltage of the 
utility grid. 

10. An apparatus or system according to any one of 
claims 1 to 8, wherein said electric-power-value 
detection means detects a value of voltage and 
a value of current of the utility grid. 

11. An apparatus or system according to any one of 
claims 1 to 10, wherein said electric-power 
changing means comprises a resistive and/or re- 
active load. 

12. An apparatus or system according to any one of 
the preceding claims, wherein the output of the 
pulse circuit has a pulse width shorter than the 
half period of the frequency. 

13. An apparatus or system according to any one of 
the preceding claims, wherein the dispersed 
power supply includes a selected one of a solar 
cell, a wind power generator, a hydraulic power 
generator, and a fuel cell. 

14. An apparatus or system according to claim 13, 
wherein the dispersed power supply includes 
electric-power conversion means for converting 
electric power output from the solar cell, the wind 
power generator, the hydraulic power generator, 
and the fuel cell. 

15. An apparatus or system according to claim 13 or 
14, wherein the dispersed power supply includes 
a battery for storing electric power output from 
the solar cell, the wind power generator, the hy- 
draulic power generator, and the fuel cell. 

16. An apparatus or system according to claim 15, 
wherein said battery comprises at least selected 
one of a lithium secondary battery, a nickel-hy- 
drogen battery, and a lead-acid battery. 

17. An apparatus or system according to any one of 
the preceding claims, wherein the signal output of 
the reference-signal source comprises an output 
of a reference-signal source of an islanding-oper- 
ation prevention apparatus of another dispersed 
power generation apparatus or system. 
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18. An apparatus or system according to any one of 
the preceding claims, wherein the pulse circuit 
comprises a crystal oscillator and a frequency 
divider. 

5 

19. An apparatus or system according to any one of 
the preceding claims, wherein said breaking 
means also functions as a breaker for power dis- 
tribution. 

w 

20. A method or apparatus in which variation of a load 
coupled to a power supply line is used to check 
the status of the power supply line to determine 
whether or not a power supply should be discon- 
nected from a power supply grid coupled to the is 
power supply line, the load variation being syn- 
chronized with a reference signal. 
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